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JETS Richard Davis Awards 2026 Entry Form
The Jockey Club Achievement Award

About the Awards

The Richard Davis Awards celebrate the career development of current and former jockeys.

Established in memory of Richard Davis, who had begun planning for his future beyond racing before his tragic death in 1996, the Awards recognise the initiative, planning, commitment and determination shown by jockeys as they develop careers beyond the weighing room.

The Awards aim to:
· Celebrate inspiring career development and transition stories
· Encourage jockeys to plan for their futures
· Recognise a wide range of career pathways
· Highlight the skills and qualities developed through racing

The Richard Davis Awards recognise achievement, development and career progression beyond racing, and celebrate the many different ways jockeys build successful futures after their riding careers.

The Awards consist of three categories:

· The Jockey Club Achievement Award: recognising former jockeys who have demonstrated significant achievement, commitment and sustained progression in their chosen career beyond racing.
£3000 to the winner, plus two £500 runner-up prizes.

· IJF Enterprise Award: a new Award for 2026, recognising a jockey who has demonstrated entrepreneurship, innovation and initiative in starting or developing their own business, freelance career, trade or enterprise activity. 
£2000 to the winner.

· BHA Development Award: recognising currently licensed jockeys who have demonstrated outstanding commitment to their personal and professional development while riding.
£1000 to the winner, plus two £250 runner-up prizes.

How to enter: Please complete all sections of this form and return to Rachel Jones (rachel@jets-uk.org) by Friday 28th August 2026. 

Shortlisted finalists for The Jockey Club Achievement Award must be available to attend an online interview with the judging panel, which will take place on Tuesday 29th September 2026.



Judging criteria:

The Jockey Club Achievement Award recognises former jockeys who have demonstrated significant achievement, commitment and sustained progression in their chosen career beyond race riding.

The judges are interested in understanding your career journey, the steps you have taken to establish yourself in your chosen field and the impact you have made through your work.

Judges in this category will be particularly interested in:
· The initiative you have shown in developing your career
· The planning and preparation you undertook for your transition beyond racing
· The commitment and effort demonstrated throughout your journey
· The progress and achievements you have made
· The impact of your work and the inspiration your story may provide to others

There is no single route to a strong application. We recognise that achievement can take many different forms and welcome applicants from a wide range of career backgrounds.

Please note: While we recognise the dedication required to become a professional jockey, applications will be judged on career development beyond racing rather than achievements in the saddle.

Eligibility

Open to current and former jockeys who are now established in a second career, profession, trade, business or area of employment, and applicants from all career backgrounds are encouraged to apply.



Entry Form:

1) About you

	Name
	

	Email Address
	

	Mobile
	



	Your riding career

	First licensed
	
	Date of end of license
	

	Career Summary. Please provide a brief summary of your riding career, including any significant milestones, achievements or experiences that have influenced your transition beyond racing.

	



2) About your career

1. Tell us about your career journey since racing. 
What career have you established and what influenced your decision to follow this path?



2. What steps have you taken to develop your career? 
Please tell us about the training, qualifications, work experience, networking, mentoring or other actions you have undertaken to support your development.



3. What achievements are you most proud of?
Please tell us about the progress you have made, any key achievements, and the impact your work has had on others, your organisation or your industry.


4. What challenges have you overcome and what are your future ambitions?
Please tell us about any obstacles you have faced during your career transition, your ambitions for the future, and any plans you have in place to achieve them.


5. Support and Development
Please tell us about any support you have accessed during your career transition, including JETS or other organisations, and the difference this has made.



Supporting Information (Optional)

Applicants are encouraged to submit supporting information which helps bring their story to life. 

You may provide up to three pieces of supporting evidence, including:
· Photos
· Video clips
· Testimonials or references
· Website or social media links
· Media coverage
· Examples of work or achievements

Supporting information is welcomed but is not required and applicants will not be disadvantaged if you choose not to provide it.



Terms of entry:

· Entries must be received by Friday 28th August 2026
· All sections of this form must be completed. Please note that providing supporting information is optional.
· A shortlist of three finalists will be selected from the written entries
· Three finalists must be available to take part in a video interview with the judging panel on 29th September 2026.
· The winner will receive a cash prize of £3000 
· The two runners-up will each receive a cash prize of £500 
· The winners and runners-up will be invited to the Awards at Warwick Racecourse on Tuesday 3rd November 2026.
· The judges’ decision is final.
· By entering these Awards, you agree to taking part in publicity for JETS, The Jockey Club and the Richard Davis Awards

	Please sign below to agree to the above terms of entry.

	Signed
	
	Date 
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Supporting jockeys throughout their riding careers and beyond




